
Ingram Micro Inc. published with permission from Tustin Boys and Girls Club, March 2011                             
[image: image1.jpg]BOYS & GIIRLS CLUI3S

OF TUSTIN




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:  Adaleen McHale, Chief Professional Officer 

    (714)838-5223 ext 103    Addie@BGCTustin.org

Honor Our Heroes Basketball Game and Community Fair 

has family fun for all at Boys & Girls Club 
NEW TECHnology Center to be unveiled at event

MARCH 21, 2011 –Tustin, CA – The Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin will host the Honor Our Heroes Basketball Game and Community Fair on March 26, 2011 from 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  The event will provide fun and activities for everyone in the family.   
The event will feature the grand opening of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin’s newly renovated Technology Center.  This renovation has been made possible by the generous support of Microsoft, Los Angeles Times, Ingram Micro Inc. and Boy Scout Troop #719.  
· Microsoft donated $10,000 from their Microsoft Mission Viejo store to purchase computers and software. They also provided $5,000 in-kind donation of hardware, and priceless volunteer support helping setting up and optimizing each of the computer systems. 
“Microsoft has a long-term partnership with the Boys & Girls Clubs to help kids and teens reach their full potential through access to technology.  We’re thrilled to partner with Los Angeles Times and Ingram Micro to improve the Tech Center at the Boys & Girls Club in Tustin.  It’s been terrific to see the power of corporate sponsorship and volunteerism come together to provide access to technology based skills and learning to so many kids and teens.” - Tyler Bryson, Microsoft General Manager for Southwest District and Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin Board Member.   
· LA Times provided a grant of $20,000 to assist in purchasing an upgraded SuccessMakers software program for $18,000.  The SuccessMakers program is an interactive computerized tutorial program that allows us to create individualized tutoring sessions that are unique for each child.  This program provides building blocks for learning that are designed to keep participants at a 90% success rate in testing, and allows us to track each child’s net academic gain in reading, spelling, and math.  The additional $2000 was used for academic supplies, staffing and upgrading the Technology Center
· Ingram Micro donated $12,500 in cash and in-kind donations to help complete the Technology Center renovation, which included the purchase of a new server, high-definition digital display, 13 V7 wide-screen computer monitors and paint and room furnishings.  

“Ingram Micro is committed to partnering with other industry leaders such as Microsoft and the LA Times to support local organizations such as the Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin which have dramatic impact in the lives of the youth in our community.  Ingram Micro is confident that this Technology Center, and the staff and programs that support it, will provide a strong educational foundation that provides an opportunity for children to achieve their greatest potential.” - Jamie Evanoff, Ingram Micro Director of Human Resources and Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin Board Member.  
· Boy Scout Troop #719 assisted Microsoft in setting up the computers and SuccessMakers program.  They have also helped train members how to use the new SuccessMakers program.  This project was led by 15 year-old  Eagle Scout candidate Jacob Bryson.  

This lab will be decked out in the newest technologies ready for creating movies, digital art, web pages, and preparing our kids to succeed in school with SuccessMakers.   The grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony will take place at 11:30 a.m. inside The Club.  
Outside, we will be showcasing a community fair which will include non-profits throughout the Tustin community including our own California Youth Services Diversion Program, Tustin Community Foundation, Y Inclusion, and many others. Kids will be able to enjoy the bounce houses, games, and arts & crafts projects, while parents can learn about the resources for families here in our community. Clif Miller of Heartoday OC (www.heartodayoc.com) will be performing for families at the event.  

The Tustin Police Department will be all “out in force” as officers play in a basketball game with Club youth. The game will start at 12:00 in the Club Gymnasium.  Families are encouraged to attend and cheer on their local Tustin Police Department heroes.  Kids, including those who dream of someday becoming a part of the police force will get to meet and police officers and support staff in attendance.  “It is so great that the city of Tustin embraces our police officers.  They give so much of themselves to our community.  The officers are really looking forward to some fun playing basketball with the Boys & Girls Club kids.”- Tustin Police Chief Scott Jordan.
The Hoop-A-Thon will happen after the basketball game and feature Club members, parents and friends of the Club shooting free-throws to raise money for our programs.  Donors can pledge either a flat pledge to support our programs or pledge $1.00 or more for every free throw made by the person they sponsored.  On our website, www.BGCTustin.org, donors can make online flat pledges for a number of our participants.  

Beach Pit BBQ will be serving up some great tasting BBQ sliders. Part of the proceeds from the food sales will benefit Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin’s youth development programs. Food will be served at 12:30 pm in the back patio area.  Beverages will be provided by the Club Teen program with all of the proceeds going back into their program and for the future renovation of the Teen Center.  
The Honor our Heroes Community Fair and Basketball Game will take place at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin, 580 W. 6th Street Tustin, CA 92780.  Parking at the event is limited and attendees are encouraged to use our complimentary shuttle service at  El Camino Plaza (El Camino Real and 6th Street )  and Old Town Tustin City Parking lot (Main Street and Prospect).  For more information, visit www.BGCTustin.org.   
About Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin 
The Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin is a non-profit youth development program that has been serving youth in our community since 1966.  With the help of our community partners, we reach out to over 2,500 young people each year. 
 "The mission of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin is to inspire and enable all young people, especially those that need us most.  The Club does an amazing job of not only keeping kids off the streets, but also augmenting their education with computer skills, art, fitness, music, citizenship, the environment and healthy lifestyle skills.” – Greg Georgantas, Project Coordinator, Walt Disney Imagineering, and Boys & Girls Clubs of Tustin Chief Volunteer Officer.
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